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MEET THE 
CHAPLAIN
Mohammed Tayssir Safi is the founding 
director of the Felicity Foundation and serves 
as its Muslim Chaplain at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor.  He was born in Dubai, 
UAE to Damascene parents and raised for 
the most part in Michigan. He graduated from 
the U-M in 2006 with a B.A. double majoring 
in Political Science and MENAS. Mohammed 
spent the next three years abroad studying 
Arabic and Islamic sciences between Cairo, 
Egypt and Tarim, Yemen. Mohammed has 
served as the Muslim chaplain at U-M since 
January of 2012.

VISION
Connecting people to their Lord and the 
Prophetic Legacy by facilitating a vibrant 
service-oriented campus community.

MISSION
The Felicity Foundation is dedicated to 
fostering a community oriented towards God 
and His Messenger (Allah bless him and give 
him peace). We aspire to embody the faith in 
service to all members of the broad campus 
community. Ours is an inclusive mission, 
relevant to contemporary life-concerns and 
directed towards spiritual transformation. We 
strive to meet local needs along multiple 
axes; o�ering an array of services and 
resources that highlight meanings and values 
around which a healthy community can 
thrive. The scope of our work is encapsulat-
ed in four areas: Spiritual Life, Student 
Services, Outreach, and Development & 
Sustainability.

DAILY GROUP PRAYERS

The spiritual pulse of the Muslim community is their prayer. 
The Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and his folk and 
give them peace) drew a similitude between a herd of 
sheep and the Muslim community; when they don’t pray 
together they are left alone without defense and their faith 
is harmed. We strive to facilitate all five prayers in congre-
gation, using the various worship spaces available to us on 
campus. Having an accessible public congregation is a 
communal obligation. Communities that pray together stay 
together. Come and take part, wash away all of the 
negativity you face day-to-day in the river of prayer that 
God has provided. 

KORAN & DUA

Friday is the holiest day of the week. Friday eve is especial-
ly blessed and holy.  In order to benefit from its blessings 
we at the Felicity Foundation strive to cultivate the evening 
and day with good deeds. "Whoever recites the chapter, 
The Cave, on Friday, then there will be a light for him that 
extends from the place of his recitation to the Ancient 
House." [al-Hakim, al-Bayhaqi] We gather once a week on 
the eve of Friday for the Isha’ prayer in congregation and 
follow the prayer with a group recitation of Surat al-Kahf as 
well as the evening duas prescribed by the Prophet  (Allah 
bless him and his folk and give them peace).

Spiritual Life
WORSHIP ON 
CAMPUS



JUMUA

The Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and his folk and give them 
peace) informed us that from one Friday prayer to the next, our sins 
are wiped clean. The Friday prayer is a great symbol and rite of this 
religion. We strive to hold Friday prayer services on campus every 
week. We gather regularly at 2 pm all throughout the year with 
students, faculty, sta� and community members to strengthen our 
spiritual bonds and to fulfill our obligation. The sermon is delivered 
monthly by the chaplain, otherwise it rotates between an assort-
ment of well respected preachers in the region. From time to time 
students, alumni, and guests will also deliver the sermon. 

FASTING THE WHITE DAYS

The Prophet Muhammad (Allah bless him and his folk and give them 
peace) would fast the middle three days of every month in the lunar 
calendar, i.e. the days of the full moon which are the 13th, 14 and 
15th of each month. Fasting these three days has great merit. The 
Prophet Muhammad (Allah bless him and his folk and give them 
peace)  said, “Shall I not tell you of something that will take away the 
evil of the heart? Fasting three days of each month.” And  “[For] 
whoever fasts on three days of every month [the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
of every lunar month], it will be as if they have fasted for the entire 
year." The Felicity Foundation encourages Muslims on campus to 
fast these three days of the month by reminding them of their merit 
and holding potluck iftars when possible.

SACRED SEASONS

The Islamic calendar is filled with holidays, holy days, and sacred 
seasons all of which carry great blessing.  The Felicity Foundation 
seeks to foster a community that is aware of the Islamic calendar, 
and eager to give it life. We are encouraged in our religion to seek 
out the Divine Breezes and to prepare ourselves for their blessings. 
The foundation seeks to help the community do so by o�ering an 
array of programming and services around Ramadan, the two ‘Eids, 
Dhul Hijja, Muharram, Rabi’ al-Awwal and Rajab.

Spiritual Life



THE HEART OF ISLAM: WEEKLY HALAQAH

Students, sta�, and faculty come to the university to learn 
and to teach. During this crucial time of learning and 
education, it behooves Muslims on campus to also gather 
to learn more about Allah, the Prophet and his Sunna, and 
about their religion, Islam. A weekly halaqah is held every 
Friday at 1pm in order to supplement one’s education on 
campus. The halaqah takes place before Jumua and is held 
in the same room as the Jumua services. Each academic 
year the halaqah covers one of the great texts of Islam and 
we focus on topics that summarize the heart of the religion. 

RECONNECTING TO THE DIVINE

Once a month the Felicity Foundation hosts a spiritual and 
social gathering on Friday nights.  The event is open to all 
and focuses on bringing the Ann Arbor community and 
students together. The night includes a light lecture, 
evening supplications are recited and snacks are provided. 
It is a great end to the week and a great place to meet 
new people.
 

INVITING TO ALLAH

The Messenger of God is narrated to have said, “Convey 
from me, even one verse.” In this vein students go out and 
visit various communities in an attempt to remind 
themselves and others about their covenant with Allah. 
They also go out to spread Islamic literacy; thereby 
cultivating a sound understanding of Islam amongst our 
neighbors. These opportunities also give U-M students a 
chance to solidify their Islamic knowledge by teaching it to 
others. The short trips are meant to build brotherhood and 
sisterhood as well as develop a concern for the Prophetic 
da’wah and hone the skills of those involved. 

MESSENGER OF MERCY

In an e�ort to unwind and reconnect with the Lord and 
Nurturer of the Worlds, every Wednesday, we hope to 
revive a sunna of the Messenger of God (Allah bless him 
and his folk and give them peace) by giving life to the 
period between the two night prayers, in devotion to Allah 
Most High! Between Maghrib and ‘Isha we read a text on 
the character and life of the Prophet Muhammad (Allah 
bless him and his folk & give them peace)  as well as recite 
some of the Duas he taught us. Whether you come once a 
year, once a month, or weekly this is a space that is open to 
you and a spiritual spring from which you can drink.

PROGRAMMING



ASB (ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK)

U-M prides itself on its extensive alternative spring break 
trips. Felicity Foundation o�ers its own week long service 
and da’wah trip that students can apply to take part in. We 
also strive with the MSA and other Muslim student groups 
to give Muslim students an array of di�erent alternative 
spring break opportunities every year. 

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Felicity Foundation hosts many special non recurring 
events every year. Everything from welcome events to 
workshops on calligraphy, as well as collaborative e�orts 
with the IKHLAS research initiative and various university 
departments like the Islamic Studies Program. Program-
ming is not only geared towards Muslims, rather the 
foundation seeks to provide programming to all. Collabo-
rating with students, the university and the greater Muslim 
community, Felicity hopes to provide relevant and educa-
tional programming that all can benefit from.

PROGRAMMING



Student Services
OFFICE HOURS

A vital aspect of the chaplain’s role is to be 
available to meet with students. A couple of 
times a week there are “open o�ce hours,” 
where students can stop by without any 
appointment. Whether they just want to sit 
and chat or ask some questions regarding 
the religion or need help navigating the 
community or the university, o�ce hours are 
a great time and place to do that.  All are 
welcome!

APPOINTMENTS

The chaplain is also available by appoint-
ment. Often a student or community member 
will need to meet regularly for a few weeks 
about something they are personally facing 
and o�ce hours become di�cult for such 
consultation. Regardless of the reason 
students and community members can 
request for individual appointments outside 
of the open o�ce hours to meet with the 
chaplain. 

MUSLIM COALITION

The Felicity Foundation helped establish the 
MC and serves a formal advisory role with 
the Muslim Coalition. The MC is an umbrella 
body for Muslim student groups on campus. 
The MC serves as a platform for Muslim 
students and organizations at the University 
of Michigan to foster dialogue, integrate all 
available resources, and create innovative 
solutions to address the community’s most 
pressing issues. We are dedicated to 
maintaining a pluralistic membership that 
represents a united Muslim voice on campus. 



Student Services
HOUSING

The Felicity Foundation is currently working on securing a 
‘Felicity House,’ for the 2016/2017 academic year in which 
students can rent rooms. The House will have a small prayer 
space as well as an o�ce(s) from which to coordinate 
initiatives on campus. If you are interested in securing a place 
for next year please contact us immediately. The Chaplain and 
volunteers also work closely with the U-M and the community 
at large to help students find accommodations that are 
appropriate for them given their religious backgrounds. 

HALAL DINING

The Felicity Foundation in concert with the MC has successful-
ly worked with U-M in providing more Halal Dining options on 
campus. We strive to work both on campus and o� with 
multiple vendors to give students, faculty, and sta� the most 
wholesome and ethical options available. 

INTERNSHIPS

The Islamic Studies Program at U-M (ISP) is working with the 
Felicity Foundation to o�er internships with the ability to 
receive one credit hour of course-work on your transcript. The 
internship is technically for one semester but the student can 
apply for it every semester for a year. The Felicity Foundation 
is also working to build a network to help connect students to 
various other internships with organizations around the world. 

VOLUNTEERS

In line with the Prophetic teaching “The leader of a people is 
their servant,” the Felicity Foundation appreciates and hopes 
to inspire dedicated volunteers. Volunteers are the backbone 
of any initiative; their demeanor and good intentions have the 
ability to make the initiative meaningful and we all pray for 
success and acceptance. We welcome anyone who feels 
inclined to volunteer and we have a variety of positions 
available. We strive to meet weekly for a work meeting where 
an environment is created that encourages us to fulfill our 
responsibilities and share ideas and resources. 



For many parents, the experience of sending your first 
child away to college is unchartered territory.  The Parent 
Network serves as a multi-faceted resource to aid 
prospective parents in the admission process and 
welcome new families to campus life in Ann Arbor.

NAVIGATING ADMISSIONS

Prospective families can take advantage of workshops 
o�ered throughout the year to assist students with the 
college application process.  Both an admissions o�cer 
from the University of Michigan as well as the Chaplain will 
be on hand to guide parents on admissions criteria, 
financial planning, as well as expectations concerning life 
on campus.

STATE OF THE CAMPUS UMMAH LECTURE SERIES

The State of the Campus Umma lecture series is a short 
presentation given annually addressing matters of concern 
to parents of college students as well as parents of 
prospective college students. Each year the Felicity 
Foundation addresses a timely issue, such as career 
choices, substance abuse, residence halls and other 
housing options, as well as how to maintain a healthy and 
vibrant spiritual and religious college experience. We strive 
to bring in national research on the topic as well as 
addressing all of that in light of the Guidance of the Koran 
and Sunna. Finally, we hope to provide parents with outlets 
on and o� campus that are addressing these issues and 
some best practices for them in their parenting before and 
during this important phase of life.

INFORMATION RESOURCES

Join the Parent Network to receive emails and newsletters 
alerting you as to what's happening around campus.  Learn 
about campus events, seminars and other educational 
opportunities available to you and your student.  Partici-
pate in campus tours that welcome new families to 
resources that address Muslim concerns.

NETWORKING

Prospective families can take advantage of workshops 
o�ered throughout the year to assist students with the 
college application process.  Both an admissions o�cer 
from the University of Michigan as well as the Chaplain will 
be on hand to guide parents on admissions criteria, 
financial planning, as well as expectations concerning life 
on campus.

THE PARENT 
NETWORK



The Alumni Network  seeks to cultivate a platform to reach 
and engage all U-M Muslim alumni and students. We aim to 
provide resources, support, and a strong sense of commu-
nity within the Michigan alumni population. As part of the 
Alumni Network, alumni will be able to attend events 
hosted by the Felicity Foundation, have online access to 
these events, and more. Whether you are still a Michigan 
resident or have moved out of state, a grad student, or 
pursuing your career; the Alumni Network aims to engage 
you and your peers in meaningful conversations, help build 
new ties, and cultivate a sense of community for everyone.

The Alumni Network will achieve its mission through the 
following:

  
  ALUMNI NETWORKING EVENTS IN   
  VARIOUS CITIES

  

  CAREER DEVELOPMENT/MENTORSHIP

  

  
  SCHOLARSHIP FUND

  
  

  EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

   
  

  KEEPING ALUMNI INFORMED ABOUT  
  THE U-M COMMUNITY

THE ALUMNI
NETWORK



You can find out more about the resources and 
services o�ered through the Felicity Foundation 
by visiting our website, signing up for our 
newsletter or contacting us.

CHAPLAIN: MOHAMMED TAYSSIR SAFI

  mts@felicityum.org

  734-765-6477

ADMIN:  admin@felicityum.org 

PARENT    
COMMITTEE: SAMEENA BASHA

  sameenabasha@hotmail.com

  SHIREEN SYED

  shisy786@yahoo.com

ALUMNI  
COMMITTEE: AYEZA SIDDIQUI 

  ayezars@umich.edu

www.felicityum.org

P.O. BOX 4151 ANN ARBOR MI 48106-4151


